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      BOYD PRAISES DEFENSE BILL REQUIRING ACCOUNTABILITY IN IRAQ

Senate bill will shed light on war in Iraq 

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) applauded the Senate passage of the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2006 (S 1042), requiring more accountability on operations in Iraq.  Among other things, the legislation will require the Administration to submit quarterly reports to Congress on the progression of the U.S. military mission in Iraq and an explanation of an exit strategy for completion of the mission.  

"This legislation will provide more accountability on the war in Iraq by shining a spotlight on the road ahead as well as what has been accomplished," said Congressman Boyd.  "Periodic and public updates on the Administration's plans for success in Iraq are necessary as part of an open and honest democracy.  We all want our troops to come home safely and soon, and it is my hope that this legislation will give everyone more of an idea of when that will be."

The Senate defense bill requires the Administration to submit quarterly, unclassified reports to Congress on the progress in Iraq and criteria for success.  These reports will include details on the number of Iraqi battalions that must be able to fight independently before U.S. troops can withdraw, allowing Iraqi forces to begin taking responsibility for their country's security.  The legislation also calls on the Administration to tell Iraqis to make the compromises necessary for political progress.  

"Our armed services, military families, taxpayers and the government have invested so much in our promotion of democracy, and we all deserve a sound and timely plan for ending our mission and bringing our troops home," Boyd stated.  "I'm pleased the Senate passed the defense bill to include important oversight measures that are absolutely necessary for appropriate accountability in Iraq."
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